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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the  
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God  
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     /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ 
different from what we say or sing, especially at 

Christmas time. A group of little ones was 

asked to state what they were singing in Christ-

mas carols. Here are some of the answers: 

ñDeck the halls with Buddy Hollyò; ñOn the first day of Christmas my 

tulip gave to meò; ñYouôll go down in Listerineò; ñOh, what fun it is 

to ride with one horse, soap and hayò; and ñGood tidings we bring to 

you and your kid.ò 
 

           We can smile at the innocent, childlike misunderstanding of the 

sounds of Christmas. More seriously though, itôs easy to mishear be-

cause the wrong sounds are being made. More and more there are the 

voices of the secular: no Christmas carols, no Christmas story, even 

no use of the word ñChristò in Christmas; it's all reduced to Xmas, 

which if you think about it is no Christmas at all. Then there are the 

sounds of family and friends gathered for all those parties around this 

time of the year. On Christmas Day we hear the familiar noise of the 

rustling of paper coming off the packages. So the Christ story and 

birth are there, but it's so easy to hear something else, or not even hear 

the real story at all. All the noises are not bad. It's just that like those 

children mishearing the words of the Christmas carols, people often 

don't hear because of the other noise, the one great story that makes all 

the rest possible.  
 

            Christmas is about the birth of the Christ Child. All the birth events 

of Scripture lead up to it. All the other scriptures that precede the birth 

of Jesus are about salvation. The birth narratives of the Bible general-

ly follow a six-fold pattern: a barren wife or couple desire a child; an 

angel appears to announce the promise of a son; the birth occurs, ac-

companied by miracles or extraordinary events; hostile forces threaten 

the newborn baby; God protects the child so that he may grow to ma-

turity; finally, the grown person becomes a hero, saint or savior. The 

births of Isaac, Moses, Samson, Samuel and others are examples. In 

short, each of these saints, whose births are described in some detail, 

saved the people of God from some kind of catastrophe. And in some 

cases, they saved the Lordôs children many times over. 
 

              The same six-fold pattern of birth and salvation grows to a cre-

scendo point with the coming of the Christ Child into the world. His 

birth brought salvation to us. Jesus was born to die for our sins as 

someone observed. This is what we're supposed to hear. 
 

            Let us not forget ñSomeone elseò who is listening at Christmas 

time, namely the Lord Himself. How often we forget to ask, ñWhat 

does God hear from us?ò The wonderful Dutch lady, Corrie Ten 

Boom, who joined her family in hiding and protecting Jews in WWII, 

used to tell a story about a monk who sang a Christmas song every 

Christmas Eve for his brothers in the monastery, and for visitors who 

would come from the village for the special services. His voice was 

very ugly, but he loved the Lord and sang from his heart. One year the 

leader of the cloister directed, ñIôm sorry Brother Don, we will not 

need you to sing this Christmas. We have a new monk who has a 

beautiful voice.ò The man did sing beautifully, and everyone was hap-

py. But that night an angel came to the superior and asked, ñWhy did-

nôt you have a Christmas Eve song?ò The superior was very surprised. 

ñWe had a beautiful song,ò he replied. ñDidnôt you hear it?ò The angel 

shook his head sadly. ñIt may have been inspiring to you, but we did-

nôt hear it in heaven.ò ñYou see,ò Corrie would explain, ñthe old monk 

with the raspy voice really knew in a personal way Jesus as his own 

savior, but the young monk was singing for his own benefit, not for 

the Lord.ò 

 

     Yes, itôs possible for Christmas to be self-centered, not God or 

other-centered. Someone has defined the meaning of JOY in scripture 

by using the letters as an acronym to mean: Jesus first, Others second, 

You last.  
 

               As we come to this beautiful time of the year, what will we hear? 

Most importantly what will God hear? I pray that weôll all hear the 

Christ Child and His message of salvation. I also hope the Lord will 

hear our praise, worship and the gift of ourselves, our souls and our 

bodies for His service. 
 

              For God to hear us and for us to hear Him at this time, please re-

member to put the Lord first. Worship Him. Bring the family to our 

services on Christmas Eve and Day. Help others to hear the Lord so 

that the Lord will hear worship from them as well. To help us reach 

others, one of our church members, with the Vestryôs approval, has 

designed and even personally funded, a beautiful lapel pin. Itôs the 

logo of our parish to be worn on our clothing. Itôs passed along to you 

as a gift. You may purchase others through the office.  
 

             So as our lives make joyful noises, may the sound of the Christ 

Child be heard. And may the Lord hear our voices like the shepherds 

and angels on that first Christmas, glorifying the Lord to the highest. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year, 

         Can This Be Christmas  
What's all this hectic rush and worry?  

Where go these crowds who run and curry?  

Why all the lights -- the Christmas trees?  

The jolly "fat man," tell me please!  

Why, don't you know? This is the day  

For parties and for fun and play;  

Why this is Christmas!  

So this is Christmas, do you say?  

But where is Christ this Christmas day?  

Has He been lost among the throng?  

His voice drowned out by empty song?  

No. He's not here -- you'll find Him where  

Some humble soul now kneels in prayer,  

Who knows the Christ of Christmas.  

But see the many aimless thousands  

Who gather on this Christmas Day,  

Whose hearts have never yet been opened,  

Or said to Him, "Come in to stay."  

In countless homes the candles burning,  

In countless hearts expectant yearning  

For gifts and presents, food and fun,  

And laughter till the day is done.  

But not a tear of grief or sorrow  

For Him so poor He had to borrow  

A crib, a colt, a boat, a bed  

Where He could lay His weary head.  

I'm tired of all the empty celebration,  

Of heartless feasting, drinking, recreation;  

I'll go instead to the crib and on to Calvary.  

And there I'll kneel with those who know  

The meaning of that manger low,  

And find the Christ -- this Christmas. Amen. 



 

 

A Traditional Anglican Service of 

 

A Festival of  
Lessons and Carols 

 

 

TONIGHT !   December 7th   5:00pm in the Church 
 

The Anglican service of Lessons and Carols, at little more than a hundred years old, consists of nine  

readings from Scripture that alternate with nine Christmas carols.   
 

The Scripture readings all have to do with Jesusô birth: they tell of Godôs promise of a Messiah, they recount some of the 

prophecies concerning Christ and, of course, they relate the story of the Nativity itself.  
 

If you have never participated in a Lessons and Carols before,  

or if you are looking for a special way to observe Christmas this year, come and join us 

and invite a friend to come along.  

Thank you  
to Cynthia Longueville and Diana Tipton for creating our 

beautiful Thanksgiving Altar arrangement. 

ñGreening of the 

Churchò 
On Sunday, December 21st  

(after the 11:15am service)  
we will hang all the beautiful greenery that 

prepares our church for Christmas.  
 

Please plan to stay and help us if you can. 

Clergy Appreciation  
On Sunday, November 2nd  

the Church recognized our dedicated clergy. 

Left to right: 

Dcn. Daryl Smith, Dcn. Chip Shattuck, Fr. Kasey Gage,  

Bishop Ray Sutton, Fr. Charlie Camlin, 

 Dss. Mary Jane Mathieu, and Dcn. Werner Heissenhuber.  

The Children's Nativity Pageant 
will be presented between services in Lunt Hall 

 on Sunday, December 14th é  

with a visit from a very special St. Nicholas !  


